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From the Principalôs Desk by Sister Mary Juliana, O.P. 

The Urgency of the Christmas Message  

Itôs all too familiaréthe manger, Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, angels, 

and the baby...so familiar that we forget the message: God wants to be 

close to us-to you-to be part of a family so He can bring us His presence 

and His mercy. I was recently reflecting on the fact that we are waiting, 

as Christians, for the Second Coming of Christ even while we celebrate 

His coming in history. We have that reality in common with the Jewish 

people as they too await the coming of the Messiah at the end of time. So 

what sets us apart (or should)? We have the presence of Christ with us 

under the humble form of bread to give us strength and grace while we await His coming as our judge. Do we realize 

this? The incredible mercy of God reaching out to us in the manger becomes a reality in every Mass.  

Last Chance offer!  

End of year donations for the technology fund would be greatly appreciated. Itôs a win-win: a tax write off and addi-

tional funds for technology for our students. Please consider a gift this Christmas for this intention!  

December 22, 2011         

You Canôt Catch Me . . . Really? 

This past week, Mrs. Redmondôs Kindergarten students were busy 

reading the story, The Gingerbread Boy. After reading the story, they 

decorated their very own gingerbread cookies. Sr. Mary Juliana even 

joined them and made her very own ñSisterò cookie.  With the help 

of the lunchroom staff they were able to bake the cookies. Yum! 

There was a little excitement though during the baking. The class 

worked together to write the story of what happened:  

 

 

One day Mrs. Redmondõs class decorated gingerbread cookies. 

Mr. Lussman helped us bake the cookies. We told Mr. Lussman 

not to open the oven, but he did. When the oven door opened, 

one gingerbread cookie jumped out of the oven and ran across 

the lunchroom! Mrs. Choiniere caught him with a bucket. Luckily 

she was quick because it was Alex Dõs cookie. After we ate our 

cookies, Alex said, òI guess the story of the Gingerbread Boy 

was a nonfiction story!ó 
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Da Vinci Fest  
A Celebration of Art and Science  

 

This year SCCS has been invited to be a part the Da Vinci 

Fest  for the first time! The event is sponsored by District 

834's Partnership Plan. It 

will be held at Stillwater 

Area High School on Satur-

day, January 7 from 1 - 4 

PM, with a reception for 

young artists and scientists 

on Friday night, January 6 

from 7 - 8:30 PM. 
 

Some of our own 4th, 5th 

and 7th grade students will have their artwork featured. So 

please stop by and see the wonderful work that students in 

the St. Croix Valley are doing in both Art and Science. 

SCCS Launches a  

Parent Ambassador Program   

to Benefit Enrollment  
 

Along with a multitude of marketing efforts, SCCS has 

launched a Parent Ambassador Program to increase en-

rollment.  Parent Ambassadors are a group of parents 

that assist in the marketing and recruitment efforts at 

SCCS. The purpose of the Parent Ambassador Program 

is to use our families to help in the retention of current 

families and recruitment of new families through per-

sonal connections. The best way that we can do this is 

by knowing our school, believing in its core strengths 

and how they fit with prospective families, and com-

municating these strengths to new families. Share your  

personal SCCS experience- tell your story!   

 

Our current Family Ambassadors are assisting in school 

tours with prospective families, attending Open Houses 

and Informational Meetings, and acting as new family 

mentors.  As of today, our Ambassadors have assisted 

in over 15 school tours, attended and presented at the 

Ark of Angels Open Houses, and assisted with the Kin-

dergarten Information Day.  We could use your help 

too; if you are interested in becoming a Parent Ambas-

sador, please contact our Parent Ambassador coordina-

tor, Jackie Garofalo at 651-303-2548.  

Our Eighth Grade Quiz Bowl Team Made SCCS Proud  
 

Congratulations to St. Croix Catholic's 8th Grade 

Quiz Bowl Team: Katie Johnson, Eddie Kiolbasa, Eliz-

abeth Krsiean, and Sam Luloff.  The team, led by 

Sister Sophia, did a terrific job of representing our 

school last Thursday at the 19th Annual Archdioce-

san Quiz Bowl Competition.  In the first round, the 

SCCS team came from behind to top St. Thomas 

Academy, 14 to 12. They repeated a strong perfor-

mance in the second round, defeating St. Jude, 13 

to 9.  After the first two rounds, the SCCS team nar-

rowly missed accumulating enough total points to 

qualify for the championship bracket. They contin-

ued their winning streak, however, winning rounds 

3, 4, and 5 in the consolation bracket.  In the final 

round of the day, the SCCS team finally met its one 

and only defeat of the day to take second place in the consolation bracket. We were most proud of how the students repre-

sented St. Croix Catholic, extending a warm handshake to the opposing team after each round of competition.  Perhaps the 

day can be summarized with the following:  As the students returned to compete in the final rounds, one student remarked 

"I don't know why, but I'm more excited about this than I've been for any sport I've ever played!" to which the other Quiz 

Bowl members gave enthusiastic affirmation.   Congratulations to Katie, Eddie, Elizabeth and Sam.  
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Chess Club by Mrs. Doeksen  

SCCS will once again be offering Chess lessons and an after-school Chess Club be-

ginning in January. All Kï 5 students will attend an informational assembly on 

Wednesday, January 4th from 2:30 - 3:15 in the cafeteria. Parents are welcome to 

join us! A flyer will be handed out to each student the day of the assembly with reg-

istration information for a once a week - five week session of after school lessons. 

The lessons are led by the company Mad Science and will begin on Wednesday, Jan-

uary 18th and end on Wednesday, February 15th. The cost of the lessons will be 

$50.00 per student.  

After the classes have been completed, we will offer three Open Chess Club meet-

ings on three Wednesdays - February 22, February 29 and March 7. The Open Chess Club will simply be an opportunity for 

students to play Chess with other students and try out their newly learned skills. There will not be a cost for the three Che ss 

Club sessions. For any questions, please call or email Mrs. Doeksen at 651 439-5581, ext 322 or pdoeksen@stccs.com. 

Light Their Way  

Reserve Your Spot Today to support Catholic Education  

here in the St. Croix Valley (before they are all gone)!  
 

ñThe Catholic school's proper function is to create for the 
school community a special atmosphere animated by the Gos-

pel spirit of freedom and charity, to help youth grow according 
to the new creatures they were made through baptism as they 

develop their own personalities, and finally to order the whole 
of human culture to the news of salvation so that the 

knowledge the students gradually acquire of the world, life and 

man is illumined by faith. ñ  
    His Holiness Pope Paul VI, October 28, 1965 

The words of Pope Paul VI are as relevant today as they were nearly 50 years 

ago.  The Light Their Way dinner began in order to make sure that every child 

in the St. Croix Valley has a chance to receive a quality Catholic education.  

Help us continue this mission by joining us on Thursday, February 16, 2012 

as we welcome our special guest:    
 

Mother Ann Marie Karlovic, O.P.  
Prioress General, Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia 

 

who will speak on ñCatholic Education: the Privilege of the Parishò 

 
There has been a very positive response to this event 

and seating is limited, so please do not delay.   

Reserve your spot today!  

 

Tickets can be purchased by contacting Sue Campbell at 

651-983-6037 or lighttheirway@gmail.com.  

Individual tickets are $250.  
 

If you are interested in becoming a table captain or  

want more information please contact Sue Campbell.  

Proceeds from the evening will benefit SCCS and its  

tuition assistance program.  

 

Thank you for using     

SCRIP  
 

We would like to thank our many vol-

unteers working with the SCRIP pro-

gram and all of those families who so 

faithfully buy SCRIP. We especially 

thank you for making the effort to use 

SCRIP for your holiday shopping and 

gift giving.  

Upcoming SCRIP  

sales schedule  
 

There will be no SCRIP sales after Mass 

the weekends of December 24th and 

25th or December 31st and  

January 1st. 

There will not be an online order placed 

on Monday, December 26th. Online 

orders will resume on Tuesday, January 

3rd for pick up later that week.  

 

If you should have any questions about 

SCRIP sales during the break, please 

email Diane Polley at 

dpolley@stccs.com. 

mailto:pdoeksen@stccs.com
mailto:lighttheirway@gmail.com
mailto:dpolley@stccs.com
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And the winner is . . .  

Assistant Principal and Middle School Physical Education 

Teacher, Mr. Slaikeu, was the winner of the  

Ugliest Christmas Sweater 

competition among SCCS 

staff. Congratulations Mr. 

Slaikeu. We respect your 

individuality (but perhaps 

not your taste).  
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ƳƛƴŘǎΦ St. Croix Catholic  

Middle School  

          Information Fair  

For Parents & Students in 4th, 5th & 6th grade 

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. 

Middle School Commons 

New, Exciting Information! 

Experience the Excellence 

Middle School Winter Dance 

A Winter Dance is scheduled for the  

Middle School students on Friday, January 13th,  

from 7:00 pm ï 9:00 pm in the SCCS gym. 

There will be a $5.00 admission.  The night will  

include Mr. Slaikeu as the DJ, along with plenty 

 of snacks, pop and fun.  If you are a Middle School  par-

ent and would like to help with this event, 

please contact Laura Ogren at 439-1806.  
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Please share this information with your friends and neighbors. 


